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but the continued fall in price has led to the abandonment of many,
and rubber now takes a low place in the list of exports,
The oil-palm (Elaeis guineensis) is widely distributed throughout
the Congo. Previous to 1911, the bulk of the exports of oil and
kernels were from Mayumbe, where the oil was extracted entirely by
native methods. Since that date, modern factories have been
established in various parts of the Central Basin, where the tree is
abundant, or where it can be cultivated, and the export of oil and
kernels has rapidly increased. Copal, which is used in Europe for the
manufacture of varnish, is a resin secreted by certain trees of which
Copaifera Demeusei is the most important in the region under
consideration. It is found either in the fissures of the bark, or in
the marshy ground surrounding the trees, or on sandbanks where
it has been deposited by rivers during times of high water. Piassava
and raffia are obtained from the Raphia palm of which several
varieties flourish in the forest, and plantations for the cultivation
of fibre-producing and other plants have been established. Round
Nyangwe and Kasongo on the Lualaba, attempts to grow cotton
have given promising results.
KATANGA.   The copper deposits of the Katanga occupy a belt of
country which begins a little to the west of the Lualaba, not far
north of the eleventh parallel of south latitude, and runs first in
an easterly, and then in a south-easterly direction.   In the .west,
the breadth of the belt varies from 25 to 40 miles, but in the south-
east, it is considerably broader ; its total length is about 250 miles,
The   most  important mining centres  at   present   are   Kipushi,
Kambove, Likasi, and Musonoi; the first is said to be one of
the  richest   copper  mines   in  the   world.    Lubambashi,   near
Elisabethville,   is  the principal smelting centre  for the whole
region,   Dolomitic limestone, which is used as a flux, is found
in the vicinity, but coke, or coal for the manufacture of coke
on the spot, has to be imported from the Wankie coalfield in
Rhodesia.   As this is expensive, only high-grade ores could at first
be smelted on an extensive scale, but the recent completion of two
works at Panda, near Kambove, one for concentration of the ore
by gravity and flotation, and the other for extraction of copper by
the electrolytic process, has rendered possible the utilization of the
poorer ores.   The Belgian Congo now produces about 6frper cent
of the world's output of copper.   The labour employed is mainly